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Minutes of the Third World Feder ation of Miniaturists Seminar
Saturday 19" June 2004
L’Enfant Plaza Hotdl, Washington D.C., U.S.A.

Present: Heather O. Catchpole (Co-Chairman), Caroline Hayes (Secretary/Co-Chairman), Brian Bell
(Treasurer), Kay Petryszak (Hon. Member), Diane Pavitt (Minutes), del egates from member societies and
independent artist and friend members.

The seminar began at 9.00am. Heather Catchpole introduced those present on the podium and also Maxine, an 8"
tall soft toy fox in white fur coat and black boots, who having stayed by Sue Burton’s side during her last few
months, would now forever represent her at Hilliard meetings and seminars.

Thanks were given to John Thompson and Margaret Wisdom for their help in setting up the exhibition. Kay
Petryzak, Wes and Rachelle Siegrist thanked them too on behalf of the independent artists. Caroline Hayes was
thanked for stepping in to take over the task of administration in the WFM. A letter was then read out showing the
WFM'’s appreciation of Caroline Hayes's kindness and professionalism.

1. In Memoriam

Those no longer able to attend were remembered in personal tributes:

Kay Petryszak in her memorial address for Charles (Wally) Curtis reminded us of his huge contribution to the
world of miniature art for some twenty-eight years even though he didn’t paint. She recalled his diplomacy and
integrity in guiding hundreds of artists and his help in organising and launching both the MAA and the WFM,
already having given much to MASF. Wally would be remembered with love for his vision of continued and
expanding excellence in the field of miniature art.

Heather Catchpole paid tribute to the late Sue Burton, co founder and first President of the Hilliard Society, also
President of the WFM. Sue had managed to put alot into her short life and consequently |eft the Hilliard Society
and miniaturists worldwide an enduring legacy. Her dreams and vision had become reality, particularly in the field
of miniature art, which she wholly supported, though she was an artist but not a miniaturist, producing books and
videos on the subject. Sue would be remembered too not only for her elegant beauty and tremendous sense of fun
but finally for her courage and dignity during the course of her tragic illness.

Kay Petryszak expressed the sympathy of the WFM in respect of the sad loss of both Manny and Joan Willies
husband.

2. Statement of Principles

Kay Petryszak read out the Statement of Principlesin accordance with an agreement at the meeting in Tasmania,
to reiterate these at every World Seminar.

3. Approval of the minutes

The minutes of Tasmania 2000 had been distributed to the membership, and Mike Petryszak asked them to be
held as being accepted as written and this was seconded.

4. Mattersarising

None were raised

5. Cyberart

Ledie Freeman of ASMA (Vic) explained the concept of Cyberart; atopic proposed by her Society. Thetalk was
based on an article written this year by Roy Mead also of ASMA (Vic) outlining the modern day impact of
computer technology upon visual art. Appealing in particular to a newer generation that has grown up with this



ever-evolving technology, it is no longer realistic to ignore its presence. We must consider instead how to
accommodate it within the established parameters of miniature art. The term Cyberart was coined from the science
of cybernetics, which brings together methods of control and communication common to living organisms and
machines. In deciding whether Cyberart should form a new category in miniature art, two principles were held to
be of utmost importance. Namely ‘the manual dexterity and control in the manipulation of an implement' and
‘original intellectual concept'.

A wide-ranging discussion followed covering such subjects as the durability of print colours, the ease of cheating
and the problems of jurying cyberart.

At present each artist submitting via a member society to the WFM adheres to the rules of the society through
which they exhibit. Therefore they can submit cyberart through their society if they wish, subject to those rules. It
follows therefore that the WFM will accept cyber art only if submitted through a member society.

A resolution was passed that independent artists must submit through a society that will accept such work — at
present only two Australian Societies accept cyber art.

Following a break for coffee, John Thompson joined the meeting, thanking the members for words of kindness
expressed over the loss of his companion Manny. He then went on to offer awarm welcome everyone to
Washington.

6. Treasurer’s Report

Brian Bell started with a history of the WFM, explaining its background and financial structure. It is clear that
today and ten years on, the WFM can be viewed as a progressive international organisation embracing miniature
art societies around the world. The World exhibitions promote the art of miniature painting to a wider audience
but in order to succeed, maximum promotion and publicity isin turn required. Thisin turn requires financial
support. Brian thanked both societies and individual s for their support in this respect over the past four years. This
funding allows the WFM to achieve its sole objective other than regular newsdletters, of supporting each
showpiece World Exhibition. He expressed little doubt that the latest exhibition would be as successful as past
events and thanked the organising committee for all their efforts whilst noting that heavy expenditure must have
been incurred given the prestigious venue.

Administrative costs for the WFM are minimal — less than US$740 over the four-year period. After allowing for
thisthe WFM has been able to send US$5,700 to support the staging of the Washington exhibition.

Brian outlined the current fee structure and said that no change to the rates of feesis currently sought, and that the
WFM isanon profit making organisation. The administration now has dollar bank accountsinthe USA & UK, a
sterling bank account and payment by credit card. Soon payment will be acceptable by Paypal. This should
benefit existing and future members.

Finally, though Brian acknowledged that many individuals have supported the ideals of the WFM he wished today
to single out one, Mary Kugelman from Florida. She has generously donated US$1000 to the WFM in memory of
Sue Burton and Jane Blake, campaigners like herself, who were there from the very beginning to set up the
organisation. Concluding, Brian expressed his hope that such an excellent level of support would continue into the
future.

7. Election of new President/Chairman

Joan Kelly (ASMATas) was elected as President. Joan thanked Caroline and accepted, saying it was atremendous
honour. Nine years ago in London she had thought how wonderfully the Federation was organised. Later in
Hobart she saw how the Federation had changed and developed. Today she was interested to hear the various
comments from the floor on Cyberart. Now she was looking forward to carrying on contributions made in the past
by first Kay Petryszak and then Sue Burton.

Joan announced that Tasmaniais going to host the next world exhibition in 2008. The event will be held at the
Burnie Civic Centre Complex, Tasmania, where the Gallery there will take on the duty of receiving and packaging
all the works, etc. A dlide show of the venue was then presented showing the gallery and various function rooms
including conference, buffet and banquet halls.



8. Futur e of the WFM (discussion document)

Caroline Hayes had felt that in the light of recent events the WFM required a firm constitutional and
administrative structure to ensure it had strength in the future and able to overcome crises. The late Sue Burton
had operated alone for 3 years without a committee, council or much communication between herself and the
Secretary and Treasurer of the WFM. Consequently Caroline had prepared a questionnaire and sent out 54 copies
asking for feedback. 7 societies and 6 independent members had responded providing a basis for

discussion, chaired by Caroline. The delegates considered the points made in the discussion document on the
future of the WFM and the following decisions were reached.

1. Futureof theWorld Federation: It was generally agreed that we did need a World Federation and that it
provides a forum for communication and exchange of ideas.

2. Consgtitution: It was agreed that a Constitution was needed and that today’ s decisions should formits basis.

3. Aimsand objectives. Caroline next read out the Aims and Objectives of the WFM expressed by Sue in 2000
and asked if these were realistic. The general response was that they were.
The members were asked if they wished to propose any aterations/additions. There was a discussion during
which it was generally agreed that good sales, while very welcome, should not be regarded as the prime aim
of the WFM exhibitions. The over riding consensus was that our main aim should be to promote the highest
possible standard of work. Thiswill be incorporated in the WFM aims and objectives.

4,5and 6. Administration of the WFM:
Caroline Hayes suggested that she now move on to the next three discussion points which were linked, in that
they deal with the administration of the WFM. First she outlined two choices:

a) Sticking with present arrangements [ passing on the administration of the Federation every 4 yearsto a
different society]
or
b) Appointing a Council independent of any one society.
A vote was taken confirming that we should have an independent council. .

As aready established, meetings, will take place by e-mail and at exhibition time.
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. Presidency/Chair manship: The following decisions were taken:
The Society which puts on the exhibition should elect a leader.
The leader should be described hereinafter as ‘ President’.

7. Treasurer and Membership Secretary: It was agreed the bank accounts should be permanently sited as at
present in the USand UK. Both Brian Bell and Caroline Hayes should continue in their respective posts of
Treasurer and Membership Secretary.

8. WFM Funds:
After discussion it was agreed that expenses would be paid to officers on an ad-hoc basis where appropriate,
and the balance of the funds should go to the World Exhibition.

9. Benefitsof Member ship: It was generally agreed that:
The benefits were adequate both for societies and for Friends and independents.
All members should be kept updated by the newsletter.
An Annual Report should be attached to the WFM newsl etter .

In the course of this debate it emerged that the MPSGS had been obliged to seek financial help from its own
members for the exhibition. The Treasurer suggested that the Tasmanian Council might approach other
societies for financial support. It was generally agreed that everyone should bear the costs of putting on the
exhibition, not just the exhibitors.



Heather Catchpole proposed that a note summarising the MPSG' s shortfall be sent back with returning works
of art to the societies — possibly generating donations.

Non member exhibitors: It was agreed that non-member individuals and societies could exhibit free for one
exhibition, after which they must join the Federation in order to exhibit again.

10. Independent artist members. It was agreed that the host society should jury the work of independents.

11. Newdletters: It was agreed that newd etters were a good idea and should continue and that contributions
should come from member societies and individuals, possibly extracts from their newsletters.

12. Criteriafor acceptance of work for exhibition. Agreed that criteria should be as wide as possible while
still dedicating exhibitions to showing the best miniature fine art. It has been decided already that digital art
should not be accepted from individua artist members, but will be accepted as part of a group submission
from a member society who must itself jury the digital work. A society of digital artists would be welcomed
into the WFM if someone would like to start one. All work submitted directly by independent artist members
must be judged by the society mounting the show.

In order to assist independents in submitting to exhibitions it was essential that each society submit its own
definition of a miniature for publishing on the website.

13. TheWebsite..
It was generally agreed that the website was useful but depended very much on the support of WFM members
to fulfil its purpose. Links to exhibition dates and information must be made more prominent. Caroline
requested further images from each society to demonstrate the art and add interest to the site.

9. Any Other Business

In response to a query by Rosalind Pierson, Caroline reminded the meeting that there was a notice board on the
web site which could be used for making social contacts. Liaison officers' contact details for each society are
giveninthelist of members [www.worldfm.org/socs.htm].

Kay Petryszak described Jane Blake' s Birthday Book, outlining the project, which was contributed to by 90
different artists mostly working for free. The video was available on the MAA table and also for salein the UK
through Peter Stevens of Polymers Plus, and in the UK from Mary Kugel man.

Joan K said that on the ASMA(Tas) table there were brochures available from Burnie City Council covering the
next exhibition venue, showing what was on offer together with maps etc.

Heather said that a book of tributes for Sue Burton was available and that anyone was welcome to add their
comments. Later in the year it will be properly bound. Sue Burton's book on miniature painting was available for
sale both in the room and on the internet. She thanked Mike Petryszak for his technical expertise in this seminar.

Caroline then read out alist of points arising from the seminar.

The WFM was needed.

Its aim should be to promote the highest possible standard of work.

The core Council should comprise:

Current President, past President, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and one other member - to make a
maximum of five peoplein total.

President to be elected from host society i.e. Tasmaniain 2008

WFM surplus funds to go towards next world exhibition

WFM to provide Annual Report to all members

Note to be enclosed with returning work summarizing MPSGS financial statement to generate donations.
Non-member individuals and societies to be given a 1 year trial exhibiting, after which time they must.
jointhe WFM in order to exhibit again.

The host society isto jury independents' work.

Digita art will be accepted only through member society submissions

All members will receive a copy of the minutes and they will be posted on the web site.



Caroline will welcome photos of the Washington weekend and will put them on the web site.

10. Presentations

Representatives from seven societies gave short presentations about their societies.

Joan Kelly - ASM A (Tasmania)

ASMA Tasmania was formed in 1992 by Hibiscus Gallery owner Bernadette Connor OAM. She was supported
by her husband Maurice, and an enthusiastic group of artists, who became foundation members. Four foundation
members remain on the current organising committee. The Hibiscus became the home of the Society until 1999
when Bernadette closed her gallery. This meant that the Society had to find other venues in which to hold
exhibitions. At first many gallery owners believed that the miniature art society was part of the Hibiscus Gallery.
Four years later the society receives regular invitations to exhibit throughout the State. They hold upto 5
exhibitions a year, and have a membership of some 70/80 people including about a dozen friend members who
make very important contributions, i.e. web page etc. Joan then gave a slide show and noted that young blood on
their committee was as important as the promotion of art. Their committee was excited to receive the Presidency,
and all had vowed to support Joan. She extended her congratulations to the MPSGS on their successful
organisation of the world exhibition.

Ledey Freeman - ASMA (Victoria)

Thisisasmall society originally formed in 1992 when Rae Harris RM S was their Patron. She died aged 96,
painting to the last, and remembered fondly. Her autobiography was to be found on the table being shared with
Tasmania. At the last world seminar their President Roy Mead had spoken of the Society' s nervousness of the
impact of new technology on traditional art. However, over 4 years Roy had come to realise that flexibility was
needed, culminating in the article Lesley had read to us on cyber art. Lesley and her society find his arguments
persuasive. The Society has an open exhibition each April and a committee that meets bi monthly and issues a
newsd etter. Recognition was given to their ex-President Sheila Slicer, present in the room, for her guidance and in
providing a congtitution. Lesley is also a member of the Tasmanian Society and pledged her support for Joan
Kelly. Member Maureen Wilkinson was commended for the amazing feat of having painted approx.100 beautiful
enamels of prominent Australians, which have become atravelling exhibition around Victoria, and which has
been seen by the Minister for the Arts. Lesley finished by congratulating John Thompson and his team for the
marathon work they had achieved, and also Caroline Hayes and her team for preparing the WFM seminar.

James Rogowski - Cider Paintersof America

This was the first time that this Society had participated in aworld exhibition. Their roots began in Pennsylvania,
where each fall they hold an international exhibition. Founded in 1983 in Dallas, the name Cider Painters paid
homage to the Whiskey Painters of America and the Scotch and Watercolour Society. Uniquely membership of
their society is by invitation only from a current member, while the painted surface size of their paintingsis
restricted to just 3" x 5". The governing Orchard Board do not accept 3D work. Having expanded, and with
members now in other countries, they nurture Seedling Artists through Scholarships and awards. Members are
kept fertilised through their quarterly newsletter The Cider Press. By the end of Jim' stalk it was clear that the
Cider Painters were indeed serious artists who loved their art but who also shared a tremendous light hearted
outlook.

Herb Weed - MASF

Their first show opened way back in 1975,the society having been formed the previous year by Florida
artist/teacher Bede Zel Angel. Over nearly thirty years the number of works exhibited has increased from approx.
300 to about 900. Meanwhile the membership has grown from roughly a dozen members to about 450. Gradually
they have formed a Permanent Collection of nearly 120 works, which are displayed at their annual exhibition.
Incorporated in 1982 as a tax-exempt organization, one of their primary objectivesis education. To this end they
support deserving art students financially and with scholarships, have produced a video Timeless Treasures and
published a Catalogue of our Permanent Collection. Their annual show in Florida remains a point of focus all
year round. Since 2002 thanks to a miniature collector, now a MASF Board member, they have a permanent
home called the MASF Centre to back up this activity. Modern technology and ideas have been used with great
effect to streamline everything involved and reduce volunteer time. Recently they have developed a new full



colour brochure. Their newsdletter Small Talk is mostly published monthly and can be seen in colour in the
Member Backroom on their website or through miniature-art.com. They are a busy but fun group always on the
lookout for new members.

A cheque was presented to the Hilliard Society for a Travelling Exhibit in memory of Sue Burton, for which
Heather Catchpole thanked them.

Heather O. Catchpole—The Hilliard Society of Miniaturists

The Hilliard Society was formed jointly in 1982 by Sue Burton and Rosalind Pierson and is based in England's
smallest Cathedral City of Wellsin the West Country. The Society was named after the celebrated West Country
miniaturist Nicholas Hilliard, official portrait miniaturist in the 16™ century to Queen Elizabeth |. Starting with
approx. 40 members they now have roughly 300 members internationally, embracing painters, sculptors,
engravers, calligraphers and enamellers, and isrun by a Council of members. They aim to promote the interests of
their members and advance knowledge and appreciation of miniature art throughout the world. Accordingly they
liaise with the WFM and other societies as well as producing an informative twice-yearly newdletter. Their annual
exhibition is normally held in June, though this year it will occur in November. Thisis an operation which they
have got off to quite afine art. Sometimes workshops are held which are very popular, and Peter Stevens of
Polymers Plus usually has a stand for his frames and other equipment. As previously mentioned, Maxine is now
officially their mascot representing the late Sue Burton here, there and everywhere! 22 years on Heather wondered
if either Sue or Roz could have imagined what they were starting and how it would all end up — an international
society hosting a 3" World Federation seminar.

Since the Royal Miniature Society was not formally represented, Heather announced that Elizabeth Meek was to
become their President because Suzanne L ucas would shortly be retiring.

Kay Petryszak — MAA

Founded in 1985, Pat Longley (founding Signature member) designed their logo. Another Signature member of
MAA also designed the logo for the WFM. No more than 10 Signature Members are elected into lifetime
membership each year. All artists entering miniature showsin the US are eligible and to date eighty signature
members of varying nationality have been inducted. Wally Curtis had established in 1983 that it was going to be
worthwhile to found a Society but, declining a Presidency, continued to guide the organisation through the late
eighties, finally taking up the post of Vice President/Editor until his death last year. Awareness and understanding
of fine art has been of prime concern to the society, so that in 1989 a Travelling Exhibit was formed, which has
crossed the continent several times, bringing their art to over 50 cities. 1n 1998 the exhibit made its way to the
Winter Olympicsin Japan, and in 2000 appeared at the World Exhibition in Tasmania. Since then it has visited
Florida, and today forms part of the Washington World Exhibition. It may possibly be travelling next to Poland
following an enquiry from their Cultural Dept! The Society similarly promotes scholarship and established a
Russian Fund enabling Tatiana Moroz to visit the US and lecture/demonstrate Russian lacquer ware. In
Tallahassee, Florida, First Ladies are memorialized in a specia cabinet of miniatures painted by their members.
Kay finished her talk by thanking the Hilliard Society for hosting the WFM these past four years and expressing
pleasure that MAA had inspired them to similarly establish a Travelling Exhibit as Sue Burton had wished.

A cheque was presented to the Hilliard Society for the Travelling Exhibit in memory of Sue, for which Heather
Catchpole duly thanked them.

Maria Coutinho—MASNJ

The World Federation of Miniaturists is proud to announce a new member —
TheMiniature Art Society of New Jer sey formed in January 2004.

Caroline read out a presentation by Maria Coutinho, the President, who had been obliged to leave early. The
presentation described the ancient Russian tradition of the lacquer miniature, and in particular the Fedoskino
School of painting in which she herself wastrained. This new society has been formed specifically to explore
new technigques and also those devel oped over 200 years by mastersin the Palekh, Mstiora and Fedoskino schools
of Russian art. The MASNJisholding itsfirst exhibition between September 21st and October 16th in Colts
Neck, New Jersey. All members were encouraged to support this venture.

Caroline and Heather thanked everyone for attending and the Seminar finished at approx. 4.00pm.



