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Miniature m adam s grace gallery 
They are so sm all that  if  you blink, you m ight  
m iss them .  

Miniature m asterpieces in ivory, enam el, porcelain 
and papier-m ache are going on display at  the 
Sm ithsonian inst itut ion in Washington.  

Port raits em bellished with pin-head sized pearls and 
gold paint  and glossy with egg tem pura are am ong 
the t iny t reasures on show.  

E
bony-coloured egg tempera and 24 
carat  gold enrich inch-wide art   

Ranging in size from  a few m illim et res to the length of a 
finger, m ost  have to be viewed with a m agnifying glass.  

On display is an im age of Her Im perial Highness the Grand Duchess Anastasia 
Nicholaevna Rom anoff.  

Swathed in white fur and studded with diam onds she is a m ere a 2.5in (6.35cm )  by 
3in (7.62cm )  high.  

Anastasia is one of m ore than 1,000 t iny artworks on view at  the Sm ithsonian’s Third 
Exhibit ion of Fine Arts in Miniature at  the Ripley Center I nternat ional Gallery in 
Washington.  

The sm allest  work in the exhibit ion is a filigreed silver 
box topped with a m agnifying glass.  

I nside are three drop-sized ivory discs decorated with 
watercolours of I ndia.  

The t radit ion of paint ing m iniature dates back to 
m edieval era when art ists illum inated religious texts 
that  they t ranscribed.  

Brilliant  colours and intricate detail 
are character ist ic of miniatures 

The bright , gem - like colours and im m ense detail of 
m iniatures m ake all the squint ing on the part  of the 
viewer worthwhile.  

Before the invent ion of photography, m iniature depict ions of significant  others were 
worn in lockets or kept  in pockets.  

All the pieces in the exhibit ion are for sale, and the prices range from  $100 to 
$5,000. 


